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Subject: Environ ental Impact Statement Preparation Notice for Kealia Mauka
Homesites, Kawaihau District, I land of Kauai

Dear Ms. P lama:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received your letter on November 24, 2017,
informing us of the availability of the Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice
(EISPN) for Kealia Properties, EEC s proposal to develop a residential subdivision in the
Kawaihau District on the island of Kauai [TMK: (4) 4-7-004: 001 po tion]. We understand that
HHF Planners prepared the EISPN and will be preparing the Draft EIS on behalf of Kealia
Properties, LLC in accordance with Hawaii Revised Statutes Chapter 343 and the EIS rules
(Chapter 11-200 Hawaii Administrative Rules). In addition, a petition for a State Land Use
District Boundary amendment has been filed with the State Land Use Commission to reclassify
the site from the Agricultural District to the Urban District. Kealia Properties, LLC proposes to
develop a residential subdivision at Kealia, Kauai, consisting of approximately 235 lots ranging
in area from about 5,600 square feet (sq. ft.) to 7,300 sq. ft. The Petition Area (also referred to in
this EISPN as  Project Area ) is comprised of appro imately 53.4 acres of land and located
adjacent to and north of an existing residential community in Kealia. The project includes
installation of utility infrastructure (e.g., potable water, drainage, wastewater, electrical power,
and telecommunications systems)  nd transportation improve ents to serve the new co munity.

We offer the following comments for your consideration. Our comments are provided under the
authorities of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), as amended (ESA);
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 [42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq. , 83 Stat. 401], as amended
(NEPA); Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1934 (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq , 48 Stat. 401); and
Migratory Bird T eaty Act of 1918 (MBTA) (16 U.S.C. 703-712), among others.

We have reviewed the information you provided and pertinent infor ation in our files, including
data compiled by the Hawaii Biodiver ity and Ma ping Program as it pertains to listed species
and designated critical habitat in accordance with section 7 of the ESA. There is no federally
designated critical habitat within the immediate vicinity of the proposed project. Our data
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indicalc lhal (lie lollowing ledcrally li ted specie  m y occur or transit through the vicinity of the
proposed p oject area: the endangered  awaiian still (Himantopiis mexicanus kmuiseni),
endangered  awaiian cool (F lica alai), endange ed Hawaiian gallinule (Gallimila galeala
simdvicensis) and endangered Hawaiian duck {A as wyvilliamt) (collectively referred to as
Hawaiian walerbirds); the endan e ed Hawaiian   ose (Branla  andvicen i )', the end ngered
Hawaiian petrel (Pterodroma scmdwichensi ), threatened Newell s shearwate  (P ffinus
a ric laris newel/i), and endangered band-rumped storm-petrel (Ocecmodroma castro)
(collectively referred to as Hawaiian seabirds); and the endangered Hawaiian hoary bat {Lasiitr s
cinereu  semot s). The Se vice recommends the following measu es to avoid and  ini ize
project impacts to the above listed specie .

Hawaiian walerbirds
Listed Hawaiian walerbirds are lound in fresh and brackish-water  arshes and natural or man¬
made ponds. Hawaiian stilts may also be found wherever ephe eral or persistent standing water

ay occur. Threats to these species include non-native p edato s, habitat loss, and habitat
degradation. Hawaiian ducks  re also subject to threats fro  hyb idization with introduced
mallards.

Hawaiian walerbirds, in particula , the Hawaiian stilt, is known to nest in sub-optimal locations
(<?.£., any ponding water) i f present. Hawaiian walerbirds attracted to sub-optimal habitat may
suffer adver e impacts, such as predation, reduced  eproductive success due to disturb nce
within the vicinity of a nest, injury or death from being hit by a vehicle and thus the project may
create an attractive nuis nce. Therefore, we recommend you design the proposed project in a
manner that minimizes the amount of time standing water is present (during construction and/or
p oject implementation), thereby, reducing the potential to attract walerbirds.

To avoid and minimize potential project impacts to Hawaiian water-birds we recommend you
consider incorporating the following applicable measures into your project description:

• In areas where walerbirds are known to be present, post and implement reduced speed
li its, and inform project personnel and contractors about the presence of endangered
species on-site.

• If water resources are located within o  adjacent to the project site, inco porate
applicable best management practices regarding work in aquatic environments into
the project design.

• Have a biological  onitor that is familiar with the species’ biology conduct Hawaiian
waterbird nest surveys where app op iate habitat occurs  ithin the vicinity of the
proposed project site prior to project initiation. Repeat surveys again within three
days of project initiation and after any subsequent delay of work of three or more
days (during which the birds may attempt to nest). If a nest or active brood is found:

o Contact the Service within 48 hours for further guidance,
. o  Establish and maintain a 100-foot buffe  around all. active nests and/o  broods

until the chicks/ducklings have fledged. Do not conduct potentially disruptive
activities or habitat alteration within this buffer.
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o Have   biological  onitor that is familiar with the species  biology pre ent on
the project site during all construction or earth moving activities until the
chicks/dueklings fledge to ensure that Haw ii n waterbirds and nests are not
dversely impacted.

Haw iia  goose
Hawaiian gee e are known to occu  in the northeast portion of Kauai. They are ob erved in a
va iety of habit ts, but prefer open are s, such as natu al grassl nds and  hrublands, pastures,
wetl nds, gol f courses, and lav  flows. Threats to the species include introduced mammalian
and avian p e ators, wind facilitie , and vehicle  trikes.

We reco  end you consider inco porating the following applicable measure  into your project
description to avoid and minimize impacts to the Hawaiian goose:

• Do not approach, feed, o  otherwise distu b Hawaiian geese.
• If Hawaiian geese a e obse ved loafing or foraging within the project area during the

Hawaiian goose breeding season (September through April), have a biologist familiar
with the nesting behavior of Hawaiian geese survey for nests in and around the
p oject area prior to the resumption of any work. Repeat surveys after any  ub equent
delay of work of three o  more days (du ing which the birds may attempt to nest).

o Cease all work immediately and contact the Service for further guidance if a
nest is discovered within a radius of 150 feet of proposed work, o  a
previously undiscovered nest is found within said  adius afte  work begins.

• In areas where Hawaiian geese are known to be present, post and  mplement reduced
speed limits, and inform p oject pe sonnel and cont acto s about the p esence of
endangered species on-site.

Hawaiian seabirds
Hawaiian seabirds may traverse the project area at night during the breeding season (March 1 to
December 15). Outdoor lighting could result in seabird disorientation, fallout, and injury or
mortality. Seabirds are attracted to lights and after circling the lights they may become
exhausted and collide with nearby wires, buildings, or other structures or they may land on the
ground. Downed seabirds are subject to increased mortality due to collision with automobiles,
starvation, and predation by dogs, cats, and other predators. Young birds (fledglings) traversing
the project area between September 15 and December 15, in their first flights from their
mountain nests to the sea, are particularly vulne able.

To avoid and minimize potential project impacts to seabirds we recommend you consider
incorporating the following applicable measures into your project description:

« Fully shield all outdoor lights so the bulb can only be seen from below bulb he ght
and only use when necess  y.

• Install automatic motion sensor switches and controls on all outdoor lights or turn off
lights when human activity is not occurring in the lighted area.

• Avoi  nighttime construction during the seabird fledging period, September 15
through December 15.
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awaiian hoary bat
The  awaiian  oary bat ro sts in both exotic and native woo y vegetation across  ll island  and
will leave young unattended in trees and shrubs when they forage, If trees or shrubs 15 feet or
taller are cleared during the pupping season, there is a risk that youn  bat  could inadvertently be
harmed or killed since they are too young to fly or may not move away. Addition lly, Haw iian
hoary bat   orage for insect  from as low as th ee feet to higher than 500 feet above the ground
and can become entangled in barbed wire used for fencing.

To avoid and minimize impacts to the endangered Hawaiian hoa y bat we recommend you
consider incorporating the following applicable measures into your project description:

• Do not disturb, remove, or trim woody pl nts greater than 15 feet tall during the bat
birthing and pup rearing sea on (June 1 through September 15).

• Do not use barbed wire for fencing.

If it is determined that the proposed project may affect federally listed species, we rec   end
you contact our of ice early in the planning process so that we m y further assist you with ESA
co pliance. We look forward to reviewing the Draft BIS. If you have questions rega ding these
comments, please contact Michelle Clark, Fish and Wildlife Biologist (phone: 808-822-4315,
email: michelle_clark@fws.gov). When referring to this project, ple se include this reference
number: 01EPIF00-2018-TA-0105.

Sincerely,

Aaron Nadig
Island Team Manager
Oahu, Kauai, North Western Hawaiian
Islands and American Samoa

cc: Ms. Leslie Kurisaki, HHF Planners
Mr. Daniel Orodenker, State Land Use Commission


